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Basis of the study

• Figures extracted from the OBS’s LUMIERE Database:

http://lumiere.obs.coe.int

• Over a 10 year period (2003-2012)

• 9 349 European films (with more than 1 000 admissions)

• Produced and released in 36 European countries

• 3.34 trillion admissions



Methodology

• Analysis of the number of films and admissions:

– By year
– By territory
– By gender
– Market of release (domestic vs foreign)
– Kind of production (fully national vs international co-production)

• Each film and its admissions have been calculated as a 
proportion of the gender of its directors.

I.e.: 1 film by       + + = 

0.66 x         directed film

+
0.33 x         directed film



The average director in Europe
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John Alice



The film industry: a male bastion?



Performance and gender



Evolution of the status quo by gender (I)



Evolution of the status quo by gender (II)



Close-up on female directors

16.1%

8.7%



Performance and gender 
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Performance 
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Success
≠



What percentage of films by directors of either 
gender gets a release abroad? 
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How do films by female directors perform abroad?
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What are the chances for a woman to shoot 
an international co-production?
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And how will they perform?
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Ranking by number of films

EUROPE: 16.1%
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Ranking by number of admissions

EUROPE: 8.7%



Thank you!

Julio Talavera Milla

Julio.Talavera@coe.int

Film Industry Analyst
European Audiovisual Observatory



Top 20 films by admissions by female directors 
(European films in European markets in the 21st century)
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Close-up on female directors (II)
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Do films by either gender follow a similar 
pattern in foreign markets?
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Ranking by growth in the number of films

(Between the beginning and the end of the time series)

EUROPE: 51.6% EUROPE: 22.3%
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Ranking by admissions growth

(Between the beginning and the end of the time series)

EUROPE: -18.1%EUROPE: 15.2%


